
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Welcome to the Constitution Week Newsletter! 

  This is a series of informational updates to help you and your family in their study of the  

  Constitution, this week (or any other week for that matter). 

 

Today’s topic: 

Why study the Constitution? 
 

  From the Scriptures: 
 

      And that law of the land which is constitutional, supporting that principle of freedom in maintaining  
    rights and privileges, belongs to all mankind, and is justifiable before me. Therefore, I, the Lord,  justify  
 you, and your brethren of my church, in befriending that law which is the constitutional law of the land.   
                            (D&C 98:5-6) 
 

Have mercy, O Lord, upon all the nations of the earth; have mercy upon the rulers of our land; may those principles, 
which were so honorably and nobly defended, namely, the Constitution of our land, by our fathers, be established 
forever.                (D&C 109:54 – Dedicatory Prayer of the Kirkland Temple) 
 

From the Prophets of the Church: 

Joseph Smith -   
Hence we say, that the Constitution of the United States is a glorious standard; it is founded in the wisdom of God. It is a 
heavenly banner; it is to all those who are privileged with the sweets of liberty, like the cooling shades and refreshing 
waters of a great rock in a thirsty and weary land. It is like a great tree under whose branches men from every clime can 
be shielded from the burning rays of the sun. . . . We say that God is true; that the Constitution of the United States is 
true; that the Bible is true.  
 

Brigham Young -  
If there is a people within the pales of this nation that is worthy of the constitution, good laws and institutions of the 
American Government, it is this people called Latter-day Saints. It is the best earthly Government that ever was framed 
by man, and the true and righteous are alone worthy of it. It cannot long be administered by wicked hands. "When the 
wicked rule, the people mourn"  (D&C 98:9) 
 

John Taylor -  
We believe that our fathers were inspired to write the Constitution of the United States, and that it is in instrument, full, 
lucid, and comprehensive; that it was dictated by a wise and foreseeing policy, and does honor to the heads and hearts 
of its framers; that it is the great bulwark of American liberty; and that the strict and implicit observance of which is the 
only safeguard of this mighty nation. We therefore rest ourselves under its ample folds.  
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Wilford Woodruff - 

We live in a government raised up by the God of heaven. We have a constitution that was given by inspiration from God 
to man. I believe it is the best human form of government that was ever given to the human family. Now, I say if our 
rulers and governors become corrupt and attempt to trample those principles under their feet; though the nation itself 
might go to pieces, yet it is beyond the power of man to destroy the principles of the constitution. They may destroy one 
another, yet the principles contained in that instrument will live, and the God of heaven will maintain them until Jesus 
Christ comes in the clouds of heaven to set up His throne in Jerusalem, and to reign on the earth a thousand years. 
 

Lorenzo Snow - 
We trace the hand of the Almighty in framing the constitution of our land, and believe that the Lord raised up men 
purposely for the accomplishment of this object, raised them up and inspired them to frame the constitution of the 
United States. 
 

Joseph F. Smith -  
I hope with all my soul that the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be loyal in their very 
hearts and souls, to the principles of the Constitution of our country. From them we have derived the liberty that we 
enjoy. They have been the means of guaranteeing to the foreigner that has come within our gates, and to the native 
born, and to all the citizens of this country, the freedom and liberty that we possess. We cannot go back upon such 
principles as these. We may go back upon those who fail to execute the law as they should. We may be dissatisfied with 
the decision of judges, and may desire to have them removed out of their places. But the law provides ways and means 
for all these things to be done under the Constitution of our country, and it is better for us to abide the evils that we 
have than to fly to greater evils that we know not what the results will be. . . .  
 

Heber J. Grant - 
Sustain the constitution of the United States. The Lord himself has said that he raised up the very men who prepared it 
to the end that it might be an example to all the world. Do you believe it? If you do then sustain it and don't let your 
voice be among those that shall deride and break down the things that are so important for us. This is our Father's work. 
We are his children, heirs to all blessings. 
 

George Albert Smith -  
I felt that on this occasion, and at this time, when there is so much unrest in our land, that I would like to read to you 
what our people conceived to be their duty to the government under which they lived. We still believe that there is only 
one way whereby we may enjoy peace and happiness, and that is by observing the constitutional law of our land, and by 
sustaining that constitutional law that was inspired by our heavenly Father at the inception of this great government. 
There are those who are misguided in the belief that they may organize groups and take into their own hands the 
punishment of those who have differed from them in their ideas of religion or government. We may well understand 
that men who do that come in conflict with the orderly system that our heavenly Father has decreed should govern the 
children of men. . . . I am grateful that I belong to a Church that has been directed by our heavenly Father to observe the 
constitutional law of the land. 
 

David O. McKay -  
If we would make the world better, let us foster a keener appreciation of the freedom and liberty guaranteed by the 
government of the United States as framed by the founders of this nation. Here again self-proclaimed progressives cry 
that such old-time adherence is out of date. But there are some fundamental principles of this Republic which, like 
eternal truths, never get out of date, and which are applicable at all times to liberty-loving peoples. Such are the 
underlying principles of the Constitution, a document framed by patriotic, freedom-loving men, who Latter-day Saints 
declare were inspired by the Lord. 
 

Joseph Fielding Smith -  

I believe that the fundamental things in our government, in the Constitution of the United States, are here to endure. 

Moreover, I believe that it is the business and responsibility of Latter-day Saints to uphold and sustain these sacred 

principles which bear the stamp of approval of God himself, and we should be loyal unto them. 
 

 
 
 
 



Harold B. Lee - 
To the membership of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the Constitution of the United States is as a tree of 
liberty under whose cooling branches one might find a haven from the scorching sun of turmoil and oppression and have 
his rights protected according to just and holy principles. To them, the Constitution was established by the hands of wise 
men whom God raised up for this very purpose, and they devoutly believe that if it should be in danger of being 
overthrown, their lives, if need be, are to be offered in defense of its principles. 
 

Ezra Taft Benson -  
To every Latter-day Saint, we have a tremendous obligation to be good citizens, to uphold the Constitution of this land, 
to adhere to its basic concepts, to do all in our power to protect the freedoms and the liberties and the basic rights 
which are associated with citizenship. The Lord has said even in our day, through the Prophet Joseph Smith, that we 
have an obligation. He has not only spoken about the Constitution being inspired, he has said that if we are to be good 
Latter-day Saints, we also have to take an interest in this country in which we live and we are to see to it that good men 
are upheld and sustained in public office. 
 

Gordon B. Hinckley - 
It is my faith and my conviction that it came not alone of the brain and purpose of man, but of the inspiration of God, for 
He Himself has declared, "I established the Constitution of this land, by the hands of wise men whom I raised up unto 
this very purpose, . . . for the rights and protection of all flesh, according to just and holy principles; that every man may 
act in doctrine and principle . . . according to the moral agency which I have given unto him, that every man may be 
accountable for his own sins in the day of judgment. 
 
 
 


