
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s topic: 

What is our Duty? / We Must Act! 
 

  From the Scriptures: 
 

       And again I say unto you, those who have been scattered by their enemies, it is my will that 
 they should continue to importune for redress, and redemption, by the hands of those  
who are placed as rulers and are in authority over you —  According to the laws and 

      constitution of the people, which I have suffered to be established, and should be maintained  
for the rights and protection of all flesh, according to just and holy principles;    

                        (D&C 101:76-77) 
Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their own  
free will, and bring to pass much righteousness; 
        (D&C  58:27) 
Doctrine and Covenants Section 123 
 

 And whatsoever nation shall uphold such secret combinations, to get power and gain until they shall spread over the 
nation, behold, they shall be destroyed; for the Lord will not suffer that the blood of his saints, which shall be shed by 
them, shall always cry unto him from the ground for vengeance upon them and yet he avenge them not.  
  

 Wherefore, O ye Gentiles, it is wisdom in God that these things should be shown unto you, that thereby ye may repent 
of your sins, and suffer not that these murderous combinations shall get above you, and the work, yea, even the work of 
destruction come upon you, yea, even the sword of the justice of the Eternal God shall fall upon you, to your overthrow 
and destruction if ye shall suffer these things to be.  
 

 Wherefore, the Lord commandeth you, when ye shall see these things come among you that ye shall awake to a sense 
of your awful situation, because of this secret combination which shall be among you, and wo be unto it, because of the 
blood of them who have been slain;  
 

 For it cometh to pass that whoso buildeth it up seeketh to overthrow the freedom of all lands, nations, and countries; 
and it bringeth to pass the destruction of all people, for it is built up by the devil,. Who is the father of all lies; even that 
same liar who hath caused man to commit murder from the beginning; who hath hardened the hearts of men that they 
have murdered the prophets, and stoned them, and cast them out from the beginning.  Wherefore, I, Moroni, am 
commanded to write these things.        

(Ether 8:22-26)  
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From the Prophets: 

Principles: We must fight for our Constitutional Rights and Spread the ideal to all nations 
 

Joseph Smith -   
If I lose my life in a good cause I am willing to be sacrificed on the altar of virtue, righteousness and truth, in maintaining 
the laws and Constitution of the United States, if need be, for the general good of mankind. 
 

 

If we have to give up our chartered rights, privileges, and freedom, which our fathers fought, bled, and died for, and 
which the constitution of the United States and of this state guarantee unto us, we will do it only at the point of the 
sword and bayonet. 
 

Brigham Young -  
I expect to see the day when the Elders of Israel will protect and sustain civil and religious liberty and every 
Constitutional right bequeathed to us by our fathers, and spread these rights abroad in connection with the Gospel for 
the salvation of all nations.  I shall see this whether I live or die. 
 

 

We will cling to the Constitution of our country, and to the Government that reveres that sacred charter of freemen's 
rights; and, if necessary, pour out our best blood for the defense of every good and righteous principle … let us sustain 
the Constitution that our fathers have bequeathed to us in letters of blood; and those who violate it will have to meet 
the crushing and damning penalties that will bury them in the mire of everlasting disgrace. If we sustain it, it will be 
sustained; otherwise it will not. 
 
 

Ye elders of Israel, will some of you draw the line of demarcation, between the spiritual and temporal in the Kingdom of 
God, so that I may understand it?  Not one of you can do it.  I defy any man on earth to point out the path a Prophet of 
God should walk in, or point out his duty, and just how far he must go, in dictating temporal or spiritual things.  
Temporal and spiritual things are inseparably connected, and ever will be. 
 

John Taylor –  
There is absolutely nothing in the Mormon's religion inconsistent with the most patriotic devotion to the government of 
the United States. Revelation and the commandments of the church require that the Constitution and the laws of the 
land be upheld. It is also part of our belief that the time will come when the country will be distracted and general 
lawlessness prevail. Then the Mormon people will step forward and take an active part in rescuing the nation from ruin. 
 
 

Besides the preaching of the Gospel, we have another mission, namely, the perpetuation of the free agency of man and 
the maintenance of liberty, freedom, and the rights of man. There are certain principles that belong to humanity outside 
of the Constitution, outside of the laws, outside of all the enactments and plans of man, among which is the right to live; 
God gave us the right and not man; no government gave it to us, and no government has a right to take it away from us. 
We have a right to liberty—that was a right that God gave to all men; and if there has been oppression, fraud or tyranny 
in the earth, it has been the result of the wickedness and corruptions of men and has always been opposed to God and 
the principles of truth, righteousness, virtue, and all principles that are calculated to elevate mankind. The Declaration of 
Independence states that men are in possession of certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. This belongs to us; it belongs to all humanity. I wish, and the worst wish I have for the United 
States, is, that they could have liberality enough to give to all men equal rights. 
 

We are told, however, that "eternal vigilance is the price of liberty;" and as we possess the best Constitution and the 
best government in the world, let us preserve it, and transmit it intact, pure and unadulterated to our children. 
…if forsaken by all else, the elders of this Church will rally round the Constitution, lift up the standard of freedom, which 
is being trodden under foot and bedrabbled by demagogues, and proclaim liberty to the world; equal rights, liberty and 
equality; freedom of conscience and of worship to all men everywhere. That is not a prophecy of mine; it is a prophecy 
of Joseph Smith's, and I believe it very strongly. 
 

 

It is for us to sustain and maintain the principles guaranteed in that sacred palladium of human rights—the Constitution 
of the United States, and to contend inch by inch in every legal and constitutional manner for our own rights and human 
freedom, leaving misrule, anarchy, violations of law and the trampling under foot of the rights of man and constitutional 
guarantees to religious fanatics and clamoring demagogues; and if they can afford to tamper with those sacred 
guarantees, we certainly can afford to have them do it. It is for us to seek more exalted ideas, to abide by constitutional 



law, to maintain inviolate the principles of human freedom, and to contend with unwavering firmness for those 
inalienable rights of all men—life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; and to seek continually to our God for wisdom to 
accomplish so great, noble and patriotic a purpose. 
 

Heber J. Grant - 
I have understood that we believe absolutely that the Constitution of our country is an inspired instrument, and that 
God directed those who created it and those who defended the independence of this nation. . . .  
And such the Constitution of the United States must be to every faithful Latter-day Saint who lives under its protection. 
That the Lord may help him to think straight, and to pursue a straight course regardless of personal advantage, factional 
interest, or political persuasion, should be the daily prayer of every Latter-day Saint. I counsel you, I urge you, I plead 
with you, never, so far as you have voice or influence, permit any departure from the principles of government on which 
this nation was founded, or any disregard of the freedoms which, by the inspiration of God our Father, were written into 
the Constitution of the United States. 
 

 
 

J. Ruben Clark -  
Is there any one so naive as to think that things will right themselves without a fight?  There has been no more fight in us 
than there is a bunch of sheep, and we have been much like sheep.  Freedom was never brought to people on a silver       
platter, nor maintained with whisk brooms and  lavender sprays.  
 

And do not think that these usurpations, intimidations, and impositions are being done to us through inadvertence or 
mistake; The whole course is deliberately planned and carried out; its purpose is to destroy the Constitution and our 
constitutional government; then to bring chaos, out of which the new Statism with its slavery is to arise, with a cruel, 
relentless, selfish, ambitious crew in the saddle, riding hard with whip and spur, a red-shrouded band of night riders for 
despotism.  If we do not vigorously fight for our liberties, we shall go clear through to the end of the road and become 
another Russia, or worse. 
 

David O. McKay -  
If we would make the world better, let us foster a keener appreciation of the freedom and liberty guaranteed by the 
government of the United States as framed by the founders of this nation. Here again self-proclaimed progressives cry 
that such old-time adherence is out of date. But there are some fundamental principles of this Republic which, like 
eternal truths, never get out of date, and which are applicable at all times to liberty-loving peoples. Such are the 
underlying principles of the Constitution, a document framed by patriotic, freedom-loving men, who Latter-day Saints 
declare were inspired by the Lord. 
 

Men and women who live in America, "the land of Zion," have a responsibility greater than that yet borne by any other 
people. Theirs the duty, the obligation to preserve not only the Constitution of the land but the Christian principles from 
which sprang that immortal document. 
 

Joseph Fielding Smith -  
I believe that the fundamental things in our government, in the Constitution of the United States, are here to endure. 
Moreover, I believe that it is the business and responsibility of Latter-day Saints to uphold and sustain these sacred 
principles which bear the stamp of approval of God himself, and we should be loyal unto them. 
 

Harold B. Lee - 
The question is now whether or not we can make a Republican form of government work, not merely for America but 
for the world, as all other nations under Heaven may be persuaded of the blessings of freedom enjoyed by the people of 
this land and to adopt similar governmental systems, thus fulfilling the ancient prophecy of Isaiah "that out of Zion might 
go forth the law and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem" 
 

Spencer W Kimball - 
The only way we can keep our freedom is to work at it...not some of us, all of us... not some of the time, but all of the 
time.  So, if you value your citizenship and you want to keep it for yourself and your children and their children, give it 
your faith, your belief, and give it your active support in civic affairs…  We encourage all members, as citizens of the 
nation, to be actively involved in the political process, and to support those measures, which will strengthen the 
community, state, and nation - morally, economically, and culturally. 
 
 

 

 
 



Ezra Taft Benson -  
To every Latter-day Saint, we have a tremendous obligation to be good citizens, to uphold the Constitution of this land, 
to adhere to its basic concepts, to do all in our power to protect the freedoms and the liberties and the basic rights 
which are associated with citizenship. The Lord has said even in our day, through the Prophet Joseph Smith, that we 
have an obligation. He has not only spoken about the Constitution being inspired, he has said that if we are to be good 
Latter-day Saints, we also have to take an interest in this country in which we live and we are to see to it that good men 
are upheld and sustained in public office. 
 

L. Tom Perry - 
As a nation, we've been showered with numerous blessings that have been a direct result of our Constitution.  
Unfortunately, many of us have forgotten that with the receipt of such blessings also comes responsibility.  Probably our 
most important responsibility is to ensure the continuance of freedoms that we have received for our children and  
for our grandchildren.  We cannot do that from the sidelines. Patriotism is not a spectator sport.  We must become 
involved in the process of freedom".   
 

Further, we need to understand the great principles of the founding documents.  How can we "befriend . . . that law 
which is the constitutional law of the land" if we are not familiar with it and its genesis? We need to drink deeply at the 
wellspring of this great document. 
 

Gordon B. Hinckley - 
It is my faith and my conviction that it came not alone of the brain and purpose of man, but of the inspiration of God, for 
He Himself has declared, "I established the Constitution of this land, by the hands of wise men whom I raised up unto 
this very purpose, . . . for the rights and protection of all flesh, according to just and holy principles; that every man may 
act in doctrine and principle . . . according to the moral agency which I have given unto him, that every man may be 
accountable for his own sins in the day of judgment. 
 
Principles: We must defend the Constitution in our discourse, teach our children and others about it and support its 
integrity. 
 

J. Ruben Clark - 
These defamers say that the Constitution, and our government  under it, are outmoded; not responsive to present-day 
conditions of life and living; not sufficient to meet and solve present-day problems; and that we need a modern, up-to-
date system of government. They let us know what should be done to meet their ideas and plans, which seem always to 
run to despotism. 
 

 I have observed that numbers of these defamers take advantage to the utmost of every liberty and freedom created 
and protected by the Constitution in order to destroy it and its guarantees, so to make easy the setting up of a tyranny 
that would deprive the common man of his freedom and liberties under it, so permitting these defamers to set up a 
government that would give place, power, and privilege to them in a despotism to be imposed upon the mass of 
mankind. 
 

David O. McKay - 
Let us instill into the hearts of our children the love of freedom.  Teach them that to be free is as precious as life itself.  
Fight every influence- Socialist, communist, whatever it may be – that would deprive and American citizen of the liberty 
vouchsafed by the Constitution. Liberty is truth=– in truth we find liberty.  You teachers, feel it in your hearts; instill it 
into the hearts of these precious children.  May the Church of Jesus Christ ever stand true to the ideals of freedom. 
 
What really prompted me to emphasize this principle is the presence in our own United States of influences the avowed 
object of which is to sow discord and contention among men with the view of undermining, weakening, if not entirely 
destroying our constitutional form of government. If I speak plainly, and in condemnation lay bare reprehensible 
practices and aims of certain organizations, please do not think that I harbor ill-will or enmity in my heart towards other 
United States citizens whose views on political policies do not coincide with mine. But when acts and schemes are 
manifestly contrary to the revealed word of the Lord, we feel justified in warning people against them. We may be 
charitable and forbearing to the sinner, but must condemn the sin. . . .  
 



. . . There is another danger even more menacing than the threat of invasion of a foreign foe. It is the unpatriotic 
activities and underhanded scheming of disloyal groups and organizations within our own borders. . . .  
Latter-day Saints should have nothing to do with secret combinations and groups antagonistic to the Constitutional law 
of the land, which the Lord "suffered to be established," and which "should be maintained for the rights and protection 
of all flesh, according to just and holy principles;  
 
We encourage every person and every group who is sincerely seeking to study constitutional principles and awaken a 
sleeping and apathetic people to the alarming   conditions that are rapidly advancing about us.  We wish all of our 
citizens throughout the land were participating in some type of organized self-education in order that they could better 
appreciate what is happening and know what they can do about it. 
 
. . . Our educational system will radiate such principles just to the extent that we employ in our public schools, high 
schools, colleges, and universities men and women who are not only eminent in their particular professions, but loyal to 
the Constitution of our land, influential as leaders, noble in character.  
 
By law, the public schools of this nation must be nondenominational. They can have no part in securing acceptance of 
any one of the numerous systems of belief regarding a supernatural power and the relation of mankind thereto. That 
restriction applies to the atheist as well as to the believer in God. The scientist who tells young people that religious faith 
is to be condemned because it is "unscientific" is violating the Constitution of the state and of the nation as much as he 
who would take advantage of his position to advocate the superiority of any religion. 
 
Ezra Taft Benson - 
Leaders of youth, teach our young people to love freedom, to know that it is God-given. . . . Teach them to love their 
country, to know that it has a spiritual foundation, that it has a prophetic history, that it is the Lord's base of operation.  
Teach them that the Constitution of the United States was established by men whom God raised up for that very 
purpose, that it is not outmoded, that it is not an old-fashioned agrarian document, as some men in high places are 
calling it today. 
 

Principle: Vote 
 

David O. McKay - 
Of course there are errors in government which some would correct, certainly there are manifest injustices and 
inequalities, and there will always be such in any government in the management of which enter the frailties of human 
nature. If you want changes go to the polls on election day, express yourself as an American citizen, and thank the Lord 
for the privilege that is yours to have a say as to who shall serve you in public office. 
 
 

In Summary: 
 
Ezra Taft Benson - 
Will we be prepared? Will we be among those who will "bear the Constitution away from the very verge of destruction?" 
If we desire to be numbered among those who will, here are some things we must do:  
1. We must be righteous and moral. We must live the gospel principles—all of them. We have no right to expect a higher 
degree of morality from those who represent us than what we ourselves are. In the final analysis, people generally get 
the kind of government they deserve. To live a higher law means we will not seek to receive what we have not earned 
by our own labor. It means we will remember that government owes us nothing. It means we will keep the laws of the 
land. It means we will look to God as our Lawgiver and the Source of our liberty.  
2. We must learn the principles of the Constitution and then abide by its precepts. We have been instructed again and 
again to reflect more intently on the meaning and importance of the Constitution and to adhere to its principles. What 
have we done about this instruction? Have we read the Constitution and pondered it? Are we aware of its principles? 
Could we defend it? Can we recognize when a law is constitutionally unsound? The Church will not tell us how to do this, 
but we are admonished to do it. I quote Abraham Lincoln: "Let [the Constitution] be taught in schools, in seminaries, and 
in colleges, let it be written in primers, in spelling books and in almanacs, let it be preached from the pulpit, proclaimed 
in legislative halls, and enforced in courts of justice. And, in short, let it become the political religion of the nation."  



3. We must become involved in civic affairs. As citizens of this republic, we cannot do our duty and be idle spectators. It 
is vital that we follow this counsel from the Lord: "I, the Lord God, make you free, therefore ye are free indeed; and the 
law also maketh you free. Nevertheless, when the wicked rule the people mourn. Wherefore, honest men and wise men 
should be sought for diligently, and good men and wise men ye should observe to uphold; otherwise whatsoever is less 
than these cometh of evil. And I give unto you a commandment, that ye shall forsake all evil and cleave unto all good, 
that ye shall live by every word which proceedeth forth out of the mouth of God" (D&C 98:8-11).  
Note the qualities that the Lord demands in those who are to represent us. They must be good, wise, and honest. Some 
leaders may be honest and good but unwise in legislation they choose to support. Others may possess wisdom but be 
dishonest and unvirtuous. We must be concerted in our desires and efforts to see men and women represent us who 
possess all three of these qualities.  
4. We must make our influence felt by our vote, our letters, and our advice. We must be wisely informed and let others 
know how we feel. We must take part in local precinct meetings and select delegates who will truly represent our 
feelings.  
I have faith that the Constitution will be saved as prophesied by Joseph Smith. But it will not be saved in Washington. It 
will be saved by the citizens of this nation who love and cherish freedom. It will be saved by enlightened members of 
this Church—men and women who will subscribe to and abide the principles of the Constitution.  
 


