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Be true to the Constitution of the United States, to the Bill of Rights. Do not let any theories of … misguided politicians 
induce you to do anything that will deprive us of our liberties as vouchsafed by that immortal document.   
        David O McKay 
 

1. Why do we have a Two Party System?   Many people have advocated having more than two major parties, but this 
has never happened because of the Constitutional method of selecting a President.  If we had 3 (or more) major parties 
and no one candidate could get the 270 electoral votes required (50%+1 vote) required to win, the president would be 
chosen by the House of Representatives with Each State getting one vote - meaning Wyoming or Alaska would have as 
much say as Arizona, California, Texas , Florida or New York.  Our votes would no longer be valid, and only a 
disproportionate representation of the House would have a say.  With only 2 candidates this can't happen.  (See 
Amendments 12 and 20.) 
 

2. What should I be looking for in candidates and ballot issues?  Here are some good guidelines:  
 

Ezra Taft Benson -  
Today I would like to propose four questions which every Latter-day Saint might well ask as he attempts to appraise any 
program, policy, or idea promoted by any would-be political leader. I mention these because I think they will provide a 
safeguard in electing to office men who will meet the requirements which the Lord has set forth in the revelations.  
Firstly, is the proposal, the policy, or the idea being promoted right as measured by the gospel of Jesus Christ? I assure 
you it is much easier for one to measure a proposed policy by the gospel of Jesus Christ if he has accepted the gospel 
and is living it.  
Secondly, is it right as measured by the Constitution of this land and the glorious principles embodied in that 
Constitution? Now that suggests that we must read and study the Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, and 
the Bill of Rights, that we might know what principles are embodied therein.  
Thirdly, we might well ask the question: Is it right as measured by the counsel of the living oracles of God? It is my 
conviction, my brethren and sisters, that these living oracles are not only authorized, but are obligated to give counsel to 
this people on any subject which is vital to the welfare of this people and the upbuilding of the kingdom of God. So, that 
measure should be applied. Is it right as measured by the counsel of the living oracles of God?  
Fourthly, what will be the effect on the morale and the character of the people if this or that policy is adopted? After all, 
as a Church we are interested in building men and women, building character, because character is the one thing we 
make in this world and take with us into the next. It must never be sacrificed for expediency. 
 

Hopefully you've learned a little about the Constitution over the last few days to help you in asking these  four questions! 
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3. What is all this talk of Socialism/Communism?  Is Communism still being promoted? You might have noticed a lot of 

references to Communism/Socialism in these newsletters, and some people feel these attitudes are dated and no longer 

valid for example:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, most Communists outside of China, North Korea, Vietnam, Laos and Cuba have 
abandoned the title of "Communist" for the monikers of "Social Democrat", "Progressive" or in more leftist countries 
simply "Socialist."  Rather than develop a "Communist Party"  they run various "Green" Parties or  "Progressive"  or  
"Social Democratic" parties.  One of the largest such organizations is the Green Cross International - founded by Mikhail 
Gorbachev, but former Communist leaders can be found in many such organizations all over the globe - See their (the 
Green Cross) list of "Earth Charter" affiliates as well as groups such as the Earth First, the Alliance for Climate Protection, 
etc. . There have been many books written on the subject, but an older one that is particularly interesting, easy to read, 
offers scientific solutions and is not overly political is Trashing the Planet: How Science Can Help Us Deal With Acid Rain, 
Depletion of the Ozone, and Nuclear Waste (Among Other Things) by Dixie Lee Ray. But there are dozens of newer books 
as well. 
 

But, that is enough about Socialism for now… tomorrow the newsletter is focused on how Communism/Socialism  is not 
the same as the United Order. 
 

4. How do I know what the candidates and their Parties support?  Just do some research … just be careful it's all very 
one sided, everyone likes to put their own best foot forward.   If you are interested in a certain topic (such as abortion, 
marriage or family), try search for those key words from both parties/candidates documents, if you don't feel like trying 
to read the whole thing in one sitting. 
 
You can Read the Democrat Party Platform here.  And Senator Obama's Issues section is here. 
 
You can read the Republican Party Platform here.  And Senator McCain's Issues section is here. 

 

5. What about all of those ballot initiatives?  You can download the 2008 Ballot Propositions and Judicial Reviews here 
(in case you lost the one they sent in the mail), you'll also notice that initiatives that didn't get certified for the ballot 
have been removed from the site so you don't have to read over things we won't be voting on. 
 

Here is the Arizona legislature's site where they analyze the financial Impact of the ballot initiatives (most of them are 
indeterminate). 
 

6.  What's the deal with ID at the Polling Place?  What about getting registered? Do I need to re-register? You can find 
out that info and more  here.  Go here if you are not sure if you are registered or want an early ballot. 
 

 Ezra Taft Benson -  
We must ever keep in mind that collectivized socialism is part of the communistic strategy.  Communism is 
fundamentally socialism.  When socialism is understood, we will realize that many of the programs advocated, and 
some of these already adopted in the U.S., fall clearly within the category of socialism.  What is socialism?  It is simply 
governmental ownership or management of the essential means for the production and distribution of goods.   
 

No true Latter-day Saint and no true American can be a socialist or a communist, or support programs leading in that 
direction. 
 

http://www.demconvention.com/assets/downloads/2008-Democratic-Platform-by-Cmte-08-13-08.pdf
http://www.barackobama.com/issues/
http://www.gop.com/pdf/PlatformFINAL_WithCover.pdf
http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/
http://www.azsos.gov/election/2008/Info/PubPamphlet/english/contents.htm
http://www.azleg.gov/jlbc/08ballot.htm
http://www.azsos.gov/election/Prop_200/poll_identification.htm
http://recorder.maricopa.gov/web/elections.aspx

